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Minutes 

Hartford Planning Commission 

Public Hearing 

Workshop 

November 29, 2021 
 

Attendance 

 

Planning Commissioners: Bruce Riddle, John Reid, Robin Adair Logan, Toby Dayman, John Heath, 

and Colin Butler  

 

Staff: Lori Hirshfield, Planning and Development Director, Tom Peltier, Fire Marshal, Jo-Ann Ells, 

Zoning Administrator, and Kim Souza, Selectboard liaison  

 

Public: Simon Dennis, Jon Chaffee, Laura Pitney, Dennis Brown, Bryan Luikart, Martha Hafner, 

and Vassiki Chauhan 

 

Members of the Hartford Ad Hoc Committee on Emergency Shelter: Simon Dennis and Jon Chaffee 

 

Bruce called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., read the Act 92 open meeting script and took a roll call.   

 

Jo-Ann stated that the purpose of the meeting was to have an informal discussion regarding amending 

the Zoning Regulations to allow recreational vehicles (RVs) to be used as sleeping quarters for more 

than 14 days per year. She noted that she had forwarded the Planning Commission a memo outlining the 

proposal from Lori Hirshfield and herself dated November 18, 2021, and a letter from Tom Peltier, Fire 

Marshall dated October 6, 2021.  

 

Discussion  

 

Simon gave some background to the proposal.  He explained that the idea is to allow RVs to be used as 

sleeping quarters for more than 14 days a year to address housing shortage, and help those who are 

currently camping/unhoused. He stated that to his knowledge there are approximately 25 people 

camping in Hartford currently. 

 

Bruce noted that the proposal did not include a change to the current definition of RV and could 

encompass a lot of different types of RVs. 

 

Regarding “two separate areas” as noted in staffs’ memo, Bruce commented that he envisioned a small 

structure with two rooms.  

 

John R. asked if the RV would need to be hooked up to water/wastewater. Bryan commented that this 

was not the intent. 

 

Simon confirmed that the existing definition of RV was workable, and noted that the State has different 

rules if the RV is connected to a water source. He added that the RV could have auxiliary features such 

as a generator, solar power and/or batteries.   

 

Lori clarified that the proposal did not impose any new restrictions on RV used for 14 days or less as 

currently permitted.  
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Lori noted that the RV would need to be safe, have sanitation, heat, and potable water, but would not be 

required to have facilities for food preparation.  

 

Bruce asked if the intent was to get around a Vermont law. Simon commented that Vermont law allows 

this as proposed.  

 

Dennis asked for clarification why this is needed as there is still an option for vouchers at hotels. Bryan 

commented that not everyone is comfortable living in a hotel and the voucher system will not last 

forever.  

 

John H. asked if RVs would be considered permanent structures if they are there more than 14 days. 

Lori noted that the Planning Commission could discuss setting limitations. 

 

John H. asked if the structures would be taxed. Lori noted that this was a question for the Town 

Assessor.   

 

Tom reviewed his letter and outlined the provisions for owner occupied and non-owner-occupied RVs. 

He noted that RVs could be standard manufactured, or some people may build their own. He stated that 

he wanted to make sure the RVs have appropriate safety provisions for today and into the future.  

 

Simon noted that the proposal was consistent with Tom’s letter. 

 

John R. stated that “two separate areas” and “independent living” as noted in staffs’ memo needs to be 

more clearly defined.  

 

Robin Adair stated she was generally in favor of the proposal and agreed with Tom’s comments 

regarding safety. 

 

Bruce commented that today’s limitation on the 14 days was probably because it was thought that the 

RV would just be used by a visitor.  

 

Colin asked about potable water options. Lori stated that potable water could be provided by such means 

as bottled water, or access to the main structure on the property. Colin asked about a bathroom. Lori 

stated that it could be in the RV, a port-a-let, or in the main structure on the lot. 

 

Lori noted that a Zoning Permit will be required, and the property owner must sign the application.  

 

Colin asked about the protocol for the emptying the holding tank if the RV had a bathroom. Lori stated 

that this would be the property owner’s responsibility.  

 

There was a discussion about alarm and notification requirements. Tom stated that he did not envision 

anything beyond what is currently required for an owner-occupied structure and that it would be 

important to have the RV identified with an address and that they are accessible.  

 

Colin asked if this would be allowed anywhere in town. Lori noted that as drafted they would.   

 

Lori clarified that the occupants of the RV would need 24-hour access to bathroom facilities on-site.  

 

Colin asked if this would be allowed on residential and commercial properties. Lori responded that as 

drafted it would be allowed on any developed site.  
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John H. commented that if allowed this could become a growing trend.  

 

John H. expressed concern with safety if the RVs are heated noting that generally RVs are not built for 

year-round use.  

 

Bruce expressed concern with noise from generators.  

 

Colin noted that the RV could become a permanent rental unit and noted there might be an impact on the 

school system.   

 

Lori noted that the proposal is similar to an Accessory Dwelling Unit.  

 

Martha introduced herself, noted that she is not a Hartford resident, but has been part of the Ad-Hoc 

Committee. She asked that the Planning Commission consider the needs of disabled people for housing 

in their review. 

  

Vassiki asked if the permit process could be expedited if the RV needed to be moved to another site in 

town. She asked for clarification on the type of permits noted during the discussion. It was stated that 

both Zoning Permits and Public Building permits had been discussed.  

 

Robin Adair stated that she was interested in safety, but not restricting where someone lives or having a 

time limit on the life of the Zoning Permit.  

 

John R. asked that “two separate areas” “developed lot” and “independent living” be defined. He noted 

he would like a time limit placed on the permit.  

 

John H. stated that he would like to know if there is an occupancy limit based on square footage.  

 

Kim stressed that the regulation should be equitable. 

 

Jo-Ann noted that staff and the ad-hoc group would regroup and schedule another workshop.  

 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM.  


